Geisler, Jenifer

3rd Grade

Goebel, Jenna

2nd Grade

Hassan, Dahir

Cultural Community Liason

Haws, Kelly

Dyslexia Specialist

Henry, Dan

Building/Grounds Coordinator

Hilsgen, Cori

Paraprofessional

Holden, Mary

Special Education

Horner, Jennifer

4th Grade

Janey, Susan

EL

Kalla, Nancy

Paraprofessional

Kirchner, Chris

5th Grade

Kirchner, Noel

Building Substitute

Kisner, Jessica

Social Worker

Kneip, Bobbie Jo

1st Grade

Kockler, Michelle

Special Education

Leedahl, Stephanie
Lindstrom, Cathy

3rd Grade
Paraprofessional

Lyman, Andy

4th Grade

Maiers, Laura

5th Grade

McIntyre, Suzy

EL

Michael, Kassandra

Art

Moeller, Diane

Principal

Moening, Abby

1st Grade

Mohamed, Fartun

Recess/Lunch Monitor

Muhlenpoh, Katie

Administrative Asst./MARSS Coordinator

Niebaner, Kaye

3rd Grade

Nohner, Shonda

Kindergarten

Opatz, Amy

Health Services

Peterson, Heather

Library Asst.

Peterson, Tara

Paraprofessional

Ritter, Melissa

Paraprofessional

Saad, Sina

Recess/Lunch Monitor

Schmitz, Keith
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Schwieters, Nathan

Dean of Students/Activities Director

Seeley, Laura

2nd Grade

Skudlarek, Leanne

Title One

Soltis, Tessa
Swenson, Steve
Theisen, Judy

Paraprofessional
Technology Coordinator
Human Resource Coordinator

Theisen, Linda

Paraprofessional

Tomoson, Cassy

Paraprofessional

Voss, Sara

6th Grade

Finances
STRIDE Academy has engaged BerganKDV (BKDV) to provide financial and business services for
the operation of the School and the Affiliated Building Company. Bergan KDV provides services
related to accounting, the generation of financial statements, Special Education financial
reporting, managing federal grants, and payroll. Bergan KDV has been providing accounting and
business management services to STRIDE Academy since 2005. Kara Lundin serves as
the Finance Manager for the School and the Affiliated Building Company. Kara has 7 years of
direct charter school finance experience and an additional 10 years of charter and traditional
school auditing experience.
In addition, STRIDE Academy also contracts with Bergan KDV for the preparation of its annual
independent financial audit. The accounting firm of ABDO Eick and Meyer, an independent firm
with extensive GASB auditing experience performed the audit for the School and the Affiliated
Building Company. Financial Statements are presented to the Finance Committee of and the
Board of Directors on a monthly basis; the Finance Committee also reviews monthly
expenditures. For additional review and accountability, on a monthly basis, STRIDE Academy
submits financial statements and Board meeting minutes to it authorizer (Pillsbury United
Communities).
Financial Condition of STRIDE Academy
ENROLLMENT FY19 – Original budget – 368 ADM Fy19 – Revised budget – 366 ADM FY19 –
year‐end ADM 362
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All Funds – 12‐months or 100% of FY19 is complete. However, not all activity may be reported
yet.
Cash – Approximately $178,000 at month‐end, nearly 13 days of operating cash‐on‐hand. The
cash‐flow statement continues to show the school will likely have adequate cash for the
remainder of the year. The cash balance has decreased significantly due to the Department of
Education held back most of the May state aid payments.
With 100% of the year complete, revenues earned are 97% and expenditures incurred are 92%.
Items to note: The original budget anticipated that the school would have an operating loss of
$307,785 which included the $315,000 bond principal forbearance. The working budget now
projects the school will have a slightly better outlook with only a $248,000 loss.
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Financial Management Practices
STRIDE Academy reviews its financial position monthly with the financial committee and the full
board. In addition, the school participates in bi-monthly conference calls to review the
operations of the school with the Affiliated Building Fund’s bond investors. Budgets are
updated as any new information affecting STRIDE’s bottom-line is made available. Key
equations are reviewed to ensure the school meets all of its bond covenants.

Impact of this Issue on the School’s Finances:
The bondholders have provided a conditional waiver has been approved and signed. This provided relief
of the 2018-2019 principal payment. As of July 1st 2019 the outstanding principal for the bonds will be
$16,375,000 not including interest. This is a large obligation by any measure. As a result the school will
continue to be under pressure to maximize revenue through enrollment. This is not an ideal financial
situation.

STRIDE Academy’s Annual Report 2018-2019

Page 4

Academic Performance
MCA III (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments)
Stride Academy Charter School continues to make a difference in the lives of many students as
related to achievement and performance.
Note: All MCA III tables utilize data from the MN Department of Education’s State Report Card.

Reading Proficiency
STRIDE Academy’s overall Reading proficiency for all students in grades 3-6 was 48.2%, down
from 49.4% the previous year. St. Cloud Public School District’s overall proficiency for all
students in grades 3-8 and 10 was 37.3%, down from 40.3% the previous year. The Statewide
proficiency for all students in grades 3-8 and 10 was 53.8%, down from 56.2% the previous
year.
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STRIDE Academy’s overall Reading Proficiency Percentage by grade
3rd grade Reading

47.8%.

4th grade Reading

35.4%

5th grade Reading

56.5%.

th

6 grade Reading

51.1%

Math Proficiency
STRIDE Academy’s overall Math proficiency for all students in grades 3 - 6 was 47.6%, down
from 48.7% the previous year. St. Cloud Public School District’s overall proficiency for all
students in grades 3-8 and 11 was 37.3%, down from 40.3% the previous year. The Statewide
proficiency for all students in grades 3-8 and 11 was 53.8%, down from 56.2% the previous
year.
STRIDE Academy’s overall Math Proficiency Percentage by grade
3rd grade Math 64.2%
4th grade Math 39.6%
5th grade Math 56.5%.
6th grade Math 36.9%

STRIDE Academy’s overall science proficiency for 5th grade was 50%, down from 51.1% the
previous year.
Are English learners making progress toward becoming proficient in English?
Each year, every English learner (EL) has an individual targets on the ACCESS test of English
language proficiency (ELP).
English learners’ performance on state math and reading tests is available on MDE’s Website.
More information on ACCESS performance is available by clicking on this link: ACCESS for ELLs
section of this report card.
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Average Progress toward Target
The "average progress toward target" is the average amount of progress English learners made
towards their targets. The statewide average progress toward target was 61.4%, down from
67% last year. STRIDE Academy’s Average progress toward the reading target was 70.6%, down
from 79.7% last year.
Percent of ELs Meeting Target
The percent of ELs meeting targets is the percentage of English Learners who reached or went
past their target. The statewide average was 40.1%, down from 48.5% last year. STRIDE
Academy’s Average progress toward the reading target was 46.2% down from 65.9% last year.
National Normed Assessments
Each year, STRIDE administers a nationally normed assessment in each grade.
Last year the School administered the Northwest Education Assessment’s (NWEA’s) Measures
of Academic Progress (MAP), in both reading and math, in grades K through 6 in September,
January and May. The School uses the data from the Fall assessments to set growth
targets for each student. The teachers share this information with the parents
during parent teacher conferences.
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The table below lists the specific targets for each grade in reading and math. The school was
to ensure that at least 55% of the students who scored below the 51st percentile on the Fall
2018 assessment, demonstrated at least the following RIT growth on the Winter 2019
assessment.
Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade

Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade

Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading
Reading

23
17
18
15
15
15
15

Math
Math
Math
Math
Math
Math
Math

19
16
14
11
14
13
13

35
27
28
23
22
19
21

31
27
24
18
24
19
20

65.71%
62.96%
64.29%
65.22%
68.18%
78.95%
71.43%

K
1
2
3
4
5
6

12
12
11
9
7
6
5

61.29%
59.26%
58.33%
61.11%
58.33%
68.42%
65.00%

Gr.
K
1
2
3
4
5
6

M
13
13
11
8
7
6
5

Classroom Size: The philosophy of STRIDE continues to be one of low student to teacher ratio.
Thus, we limit the number of students in each class. The table below shows the adopted class
size for each grade.
K
20

1st
20

2nd
22

3rd
24

4th
24

5th
24

6th
24

The continued goal of STRIDE Academy is connecting with kids and meeting the individual needs
of the children. There is always constant discussion on the number of sections we have and our
enrollment policy.
Flexible Grouping: The educational program at STRIDE Academy is focused on providing
differentiated instruction. STRIDE Academy implements differentiated math and reading
instruction starting in kindergarten and now continuing through 7th grade. These classrooms
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allow for both accelerated learning and scaffolded instruction to meet the needs of all learners.
STRIDE Academy differentiates instruction in math and reading. Parents are informed of this
before they enter STRIDE Academy. Differentiating instruction ensures that students will have
appropriate challenges to provide opportunity for growth. If they are below grade level, focused
interventions help students receive focused attention in areas of need. If students are above
grade level, flexible grouping helps students receive enrichment-focused opportunities with
attention to a rigorous program focusing on standards, problem solving, and critical thinking.
Given our Student-centered focus, differentiated instruction is an accepted practice by parents,
students and staff. To accomplish appropriate differentiation, all students are pre-assessed in
math and reading. The assessment data is used throughout the year to place students in their
flexible skill groups. Student confidence and success increase when they are instructed with a
differentiated model. Multi-Tiered Systems of Support allows the School to monitor student
data and make adjustments throughout the year.

Curriculum
Saxon Math The strength of Saxon Math is that teachers will cover a new mathematical
concept every day while continually reviewing previously learned concepts. Teachers design
individual lessons by having students practice new material and reviewing learned material
within the same day. An advantage of Saxon Math is that it provides a continuous review of all
previously learned material. This is particularly useful for students who may struggle to retain
the math that was previously learned. (NOTE: The School adopted a new Math Curriculum for
the 2019-2020 school year).
Journeys Language Arts program at Stride Academy is an English Language Arts program with
evidence-based results. It is a comprehensive reading and writing program that facilitates
engagement and helps all levels of learners improve. Journeys uses a three-step routine that
paces instruction, allowing students more time to explore and analyze the text that encourages
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them to want to read more complex stories.
The teaching is linked with what the publisher identifies as “authentic, complex text that
anchors all instruction”. The Journeys curriculum also offers support for a variety of reading
levels. There are multiple selections in a variety of subject areas at each skill level. In addition,
all staff incorporate guided reading groups with a wide selection of books from.
Science: This year STRIDE adopted and purchased the National Geographic Science Curriculum.
Each grade level has a number of hands on activities and manipulatives to enhance the
exploration of earth and life sciences. The National Geographic Science curriculum aligns with
the Minnesota State Science Standards.

Innovations
During the 2018-2019 school year the School secured a grant from the Bush Foundation to build
capacity for Personalized Learning and Social Emotional Learning to occur within the
classrooms.
STRIDE also implemented the Tune Into Reading Program for grades 2-6 last year. This is a computer
program utilizes evidence-based strategies in which students sing along with the computer to match
pitches and a beat. This has been proven to increase prosody in reading as well as vocabulary
development. The students were tested with the FastBridge assessment as a baseline and again upon
completion of 13 hours of online time. Gains were significant in all grade levels.

Future Plans
Transition plan for Principal and Executive Director
Continue to hire high quality faculty and staff.
Evaluate future facilities needs.

STRIDE Academy’s Annual Report 2018-2019

Page 10

STRIDE Academy’s Annual Report 2018-2019

Page 11

